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Cover TExtT: Souls are like food 
and drink to God. Not fancy food 
either. Souls are like bread and 
water to him, so much does he 
desire their salvation. The field (of 
wheat from which bread is made) 
is white for the harvest. Pray for 
harvesters! To the woman at the 
well whose salvation He was seek- 
ing, He said: “Give me to drink.” 
And from the pulpit of the cross 
he cried out to all mankind: “I 
thirst.” It was the terrible and tor- 
turing thirst of God for the souls 
of men. This is the thirst that 
burned in the throat of St. Francis 
of Assisi, in the breast of the Little 
Flower of Jesus, Patroness of the 
foreign missions, in the sick limbs 
of those who offer up their suffer- 
ings for souls... No matter how 
insignificant our contribution for 
souls’ salvation, it is one of the 
things most pleasing to God! 
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CENTRAL OFFICE 


Proposed Amendments to the 
CONSITIIULION 


of the 


FEDERATED PROVINCES OF THE 
THirp Orper or St. Francis 1n Nortu AMERICA 


NEWS -LET TER 


THAT YOU MAY COME to the Boston Third Order Quinquennial Congress 
fully equipped to discuss the proposed amendments in the Third Order 
Constitution and By-Laws, both the old form and the new form are here 


given for your consideration: 


Present Text 


ARTICLE 1 
Name 
This Federation of Tertiary Provinces 
shall be known as the Third Order of 
St. Francis in North America. In this Con- 
stitution it is also called the Tertiary Or- 


ganization. 
ARTICLE 2 


Purposes 

The purposes of this Tertiary Organiza- 
tion are to further the full observance of 
the Rule of the Third Order, ie., to pro- 
mote a truly Christian life according to 
the spirit of St. Francis, notably: 

1. To foster union and cooperation 
among the Tertiary provinces, the fraterni- 
ties, directors and members of the Third 
Order. 

2. To cooperate in augmenting religious, 
charitable and social work of the fraternt- 
ties. 

ARTICLE 3 
Government 

The Tertiary Organization shall be pre- 
sided over by two boards of officers, called 
the Directive Board and the Executive 


Board. 
ARTICLE 4 
The Directive Board 
All provincials and commissaries of the 
three branches of the First Order and the 
Third Order Regular constitute the Di- 
rective Board. 
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Proposen AMENDMENT 


NO CHANGE 


NO CHANGE 


NO CHANGE 


NO CHANGE 
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No new measure of concerted action of 
the Tertiary Organization shall be adopted 
without the previous approval of the Di- 
rective Board. 

ARTICLE 5 
The Executive Board 

The members of the Executive Board 
shall be as follows: 

l. Three members of the First Order, 
namely, one Friar Minor, one Friar Minor 
Conventual, one Friar Minor Capuchin, 
and one member of the Third Order Regu- 
lar—of whom one shall receive appoint- 
ment as Chairman, one as Vice-Chairman, 
and one as Secretary, by the National 
Directive Board. 

2. Three Consultors, namely, one secular 
Tertiary priest and two Tertiary laymen, 
who shall be elected at each National Con- 
vention. 

At the first session of the Board thus 
elected one of the number of consultors 
will be elected national treasurer. 


ARTICLE 6 
Duties of the Executive Board 
and Its Officers 

It shall be the duty of the Executive 
Board to promote the good and welfare 
of the Third Order of St. Francis in North 
America, to guide the Congress and to 
cooperate in carrying out the program of 
action that will be adopted at such Con- 
gress. 

The Executive Board shall alse attend 
to all business that may arise when the 
Congress is not in session. 

The chairman shall call the meetings of 
the Executive Board and preside thereat. 

The vice-chairman shall preside in the 
absence of the chairman, 

The Secretary shall: 

1. Keep minutes of the meetings of the 
Board. 

2. Keep records and statisties of the Ter- 
tiary provinces and fraternities belonging 
to the Tertiary Organization. 

3. Urge non-affiliated fraternities by cor- 
respondence to affiliate with a Tertiary 
Province of their choice and to join the 
Tertiary Organization. 

4. Send reports of the meetings of the 
Executive Board to all provineials, com: 
missaries and directors of the Third Order, 
also to the press in as far as it may be to 
good purpose. 

5. At the expiration of his term of office, 
transfer to his successor all records, books, 
documents and official correspondence, 

The treasurer shall receive all monies 
belonging to the Tertiary Organization, 
giving a receipt therefor. He shall keep 
an account of all monies received and 
disbursed, 

He shall annually or whenever called 
upon by the Executive Board submit a 
detailed financial statement. 


(See page 321) 
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ARTICLE 5 


The Executive Board 

The members of the Executive Boar 
shall be as follows: 
1. Three members of the First Order, 
namely, one Friar Minor, one Friar Minor 
Conventual, one Friar Minor Capuchin, 
and one member of the Third Order Regu- 
lar to be appointed by the respective major 
superiors of their jurisdictions during the 
year immediately following each quinques : 
nial congress. 
2. Four Consultors, namely, one secule 
Tertiary priest and three Tertiary laymen, — 
who shall be elected at each Congress. 
3. At the first session of the Executive — 
Board thus appointed and elected the new — 
Board shall choose from among the four | 
jurisdictional representatives one as chair- 
man, one as vice-chairman, and one as 
secretary. From the three elected lay con- 
sultors the Board shall elect one as treas- — 
urer. 


NO CHANGE 


> FRANCISCAN 
EO RU WE 


APPLYING CHRISTIANITY IN THE SPIRIT OF ST. FRANCIS 
SEPTEMBER, 1957 VOL. XXXVI Numer 9 


It Assisi Were in Ruins... 


A RECENT PRESS REPORT stated that the town of Assisi is slowly falling into 
ruins and that government aid for reconstruction is necessary. Keeping up 
shrines is a perennial problem which the Franciscans have faced not only 
in Assisi but also in taking care of the holy places of Palestine of which 
they are the appointed custodians. 

Where our Lord walked and healed and lived and died in Palestine is 
sacred. During the Middle Ages people all over Christendom went out peri- 
odically on crusades to win the Holy Land, the land of Christ, for Christian 
control from the hands of the pagan. Those crusades were carried on by 
force of arms, with tremendous loss of life and human values. 

The poor little man of Assisi had an idea that this tremendous waste was 
unnecessary and purposeless. Geographical Palestine was not as important 
- to Christ as the spiritual wasteland of many souls which he wanted back in 
His possession. Why should not a man live the way Christ wanted him to live? 
/ Why should a soldier of Christ not first begin by conquering his own heart 
and sentiments and life for Christ? What good taking the pagan’s land for 
Christ and letting the hearts of both the conquered and the conquering 
_ stay far from Him? 

That is how the great Franciscan movement started to give God and his 
Christ the first place in the lives of men, acknowledging Christ and his 
| claims. 

Out of that movement came a Christian culture and civilization based on 
respect for man’s dignity before God and God’s glory in life. That culture 
finds artistic expression in the Assisi shrines—the great basilicas and the 
humble churches and convents. Out of that movement to give one’s soul 
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back to Christ came a readiness for sacrifice in order that glory might be 
given to God, and a Christ-worthy existence might be the land of the soul — 
won by the poorest man. Out of it came the life of sacrifice which became 
the stamp of the Middle Ages—a life of unselfishness and self-effacement 
that there might be more to give to God and neighbor. That spirit raised 
the century of St. Francis to be saluted by history as the “greatest of cen- 
turies.” 

Where St. Francis walked and preached and lived and died is dear to us. 
But he himself is perhaps smiling sympathetically at the report that his 
native town of Assisi is falling to ruins. He loved it. He blessed it before he 
died. The spot where he had the brothers put down the litter so that he 
might linger over the town before being carried down to the Portiuncula 
is still to be seen. The blessing he invoked can still be read. 


But the spirit of St. Francis must still be sought and grasped firmly. St. 
Francis would certainly have less care about his town falling into ruins than 
about his ideals being buried, to rust in an overlay of corroding earth. 


The very earth that corrodes the spiritual ideals of St. Francis was the 
top soil he stripped back in his own day to lay bare the soul of man and put 
it into touch once more with the light and grace of its Creator. That earthy 
top soil called “materialism” by the Holy Father in his recent encyclical 
letter commemorating the coming Lourdes centenary is, as he says, “green 
for money, whose ravages are spread in proportion to the dimensions of 
modern enterprises.” 


This greed, he added, is a determining motive for so many things that 
weigh upon the lives of people. 


This greedy materialism expresses itself “in the cult of the body: In ex- 
cessive search for comforts: in the avoidance of all austerity of life that — 
prompts disrespect for human life . . .; in the unbridled search for pleasure | 
that shamelessly exhibits itself, and tries to seduce with the written word 
and spectacles the souls of those who are still pure; in a disregard for one’s | 
brother; in egoism that oppresses him, and in injustice that deprives him ! 
of his rights.” And the Holy Father repeats the message of our Lady: Do — 
Penance. 


What is the Third Order but the Order of Penance? Is it right to let 
people enter the order and not have them understand that? Do you ask 
anybody into an organization and hide from him the nature of the society? 
The essential degree for a tertiary is the determination to keep the Com- 
mandments and to use the aids of the rule to make surer the keeping of the 
Commandments. 


Conspicuous too in the Tertiary rule and life is insistence on moderation 
—the antithesis of greedy, grubbing and grabbing possessiveness. Such mod- » 
eration is as essential as the triple threat against our salvation is ever pres- + 
ent—the love of pleasure, the love of money and property, the love of {. 
independence. 


These are the dear property of St. Francis that need restoring first of all 
today. The ideals of St. Francis in the souls of his followers. They are rock \ 
bottom and the cue has been given us, as it was given to our Father, by the |} 
Church itself! a} 
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by Albert Nimeth O.F.M. 


A RECENT CENSUS_ showed that 
there are only about 130 Samaritans 
left in the world. The race that was 


singled out by our Lord as an example, 


of disinterested charity is disappear- 
ing from the earth. As the race dis- 
appears, we wonder if the Samaritan 
heart and the Samaritan spirit are 
also disappearing from the face of the 
earth. 

As a nation and as individuals we 
tend to shift the burden of charity to 
our institutions. 

A man is hungry; instead of feed- 
ing him we say: “Let the government 
take care of him. Let him apply for 
relief.” Someone accosts us on the 
street, asking a handout. We eye him 
very suspiciously. “It must be a racket 
of some sort!” So afraid lest in do- 
ing good we be taken for a “sucker.” 
(Where would we be if Christ had 
reasoned that way?) The quality of 
mercy is strained to a breaking point 
every time we pass up an opportunity 
to help someone just because we have 
an organization to do the job. 

Maybe the organization has the 
more efficient hand. But it does not 
have the Samaritan heart. Only we 
can bring the Samaritan heart. 

Most probably we will not meet 
up with a person bleeding and left 
for half dead. We seldom have a 
chance to aid anyone in physical dis- 
tress. But there are wounds other than 
those inflicted by blows and bullets. 
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As we make our daily rounds we meet 
with wounded spirits, souls and hearts 
that are bruised, beaten and left half 
dead. We meet them, not on the road 
to Jericho, but on the street cars, in 
the buses, on the elevators, in the 
corridors, in the offices, in our own 
back yard. Everywhere there are 
people who are stripped of the desire 
to carry on in the face of difficulties. 
Everywhere there are hearts wounded 
by another’s carelessness and thought- 
lessness. Everywhere there are souls 
beaten by sin. Like the Temple priest 
and the levite we can pass them by 
with a flippant “You need psychiatric 
treatment” and wash our hands of 
the case. Or like the Samaritan we 
can begin to give of ourselves. We 
can pour on the oil of sincere sym- 
pathy and the wine of genuine inter- 
est. We can go out of our way and 
pay with the coin of sacrifice and dis- 
comfort and inconvenience to bring 
relief to the one in distress. It is that 
personal interest that makes the dif- 
ference. 

When Christ came to Capharnaum 
one day and found the narrow streets 
lined with the sick of all kinds, he 
could have worked a multiple miracle 
and sent them home cured. A single 
gesture would have done it. But no! 
He put his hand on each of them. 
There was that kindly personal inter- 
est. There was a giving of self—a 
spirit we so sorely need today. e 
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Conference on Tertiary Duties 


Your Greatest Gift 


No ONE CAN CLAIM TO possess the 
Franciscan spirit who does not render 
ready obedience to the Catholic 
Church. Obedience was a cardinal 
point in the life of St. Francis, and 
he desired all his followers to treasure 
it as highly as he did. Hence the prac- 
tice of living in the spirit of obedience 
is obligatory of tertiaries. Here we 
will consider the motives for a com- 
plete surrender to such manner of 
life and the blessings that accompany 
and follow it. 


ImpPELLING MorivEs 


Obedience is a wonderful means of 
constant and actual conformity of 
your human will with God’s divine 
will. To really love God is not only 
to give up self but to adhere to God. 
The most solid act of the love of God 
is this adhering to his divine will. 
There is no true love of God without 
this union of will with God being as 
constant as possible. From this you 
can see why St. Francis could love 
God so much. He understood the 
important role obedience plays in lov- 
ing God. 

When you are asked to do some- 
thing by the Church or your lawful 
superiors, you are being presented in 
a certain and actual way with the 
will of God positively expressed. ‘Thus 
you are given the means of making 
constant acts of the pure love of God. 
You have here set before you what 


by Philip Marquard O.F.M. 


is tantamount to a sacrament of the 


will of God. 


Once you understand this, you are 
led on to live beyond obedience 
strictly so called, which is part of 
justice and religion. You then obey 
because of God. You obey not merely 
because he is the commander but be- 
cause you love him. Obedience be- 
comes a direct act of very pure and 
very perfect love. It realizes that as- 
pect of love which is submission to 
the one loved, the union of one will 
in another, 


To surrender your will to the 
Church and your superiors demands 
sacrifice, and your greatest 
sacrifice because your free will is your 
foremost gift. Since obedience signi- 
fies the greatest sacrifice, it follows 
logically that it also makes the great- 
est demands on_ your « self-denial. 
Among all sacrifices, that of the will 
is the hardest. This sacrifice leads 
you into your worst battles. You can- 
not deny that in your corrupt nature 
there exists a strong inclination to 
rebellion, something of that insubor- 
dination which marked the sin of the 
wicked angels as well as the first sin 
of Adam and Eve. This spirit of in- 
subordination is the declared enemy 


truly 


of Christian obedience. You, like all 


your fellowmen, feel this struggle 


within you at certain times, and obe- | 
dience makes you practice penance | 
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and mortification to keep yourself in 
line. 


In this way obedience likens you 
te the martyrs. who sacrificed their 
lives for God. Your self-will and self- 
sufficiency are ever being immolated 
and laid as victims on the altar. St. 
Pacomius said: “He who mortifies 
himself in this way dies a martyr’s 
death as far as need be; it is a far 
greater martyrdom to persevere in 
obedience all through life, than to 
die in a moment by a stroke of the 
sword.” Hence obedience is not easy 
as St. Francis de Sales writes: “He 
alone possesses this virtue. who _ is 
willing to subordinate his will in all 
matters to the will of God and that 
of his superiors, not only without con- 
tradition, but with meekness; not only 
without hesitancy, but with zeal; not 
only without displeasure, but with 
joy.” In the practice of obedience 
then, you mother many other virtues 
and thus grow truly in overall holi- 
ness. Obedience has no weaklings in 
its camp. You must bravely fight or 
else you succumb and desert. 

Therefore, it is to your own interest 
to obey. Otherwise you are pushed 
farther into disobedience and into 
danger of losing your salvation. If 
you know youself well, you will real- 
ize that you have a weak spot either 
in your intellect, your will, or your 
heart. You need a supplement or 
help where this weakness exists. Obe- 
dience is this supplement. Subordina- 
tion to someone else who correctly 
guides the disorderliness in you will 
help you to a happy life in God. If 
your hand is not steady to draw a 
straight line, you have recourse to a 
ruler. ‘The same applies to spiritual 
matters. You must entrust yourself 
to a spiritual ruler, which is obe- 
dience. It will help you draw a 
straight line to God. 
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Since you are a social being and 
live in society with others, you again 
need obedience. Subordination is 
necessary if society, if the Church, if 
the Order, if your fraternity is not 
to fall to ruin and perish. Only an- 
archists are against authority, Author- 
ity comes from the same Latin word 
as author, namely, “augere” to in- 
crease. It is not meant to squelch 
you, but to bring out of you your 
best. An author develops something 
out of himself—a book, a story. So 
too authority develops something out 
of you-—a true Christian person. 

Obedience or authority is the real 
bond keeping the different members 
together, the strong power from which 
come true motion and Christlike life. 
In an encyclical letter of Pope John 
XXII we read: “Great is poverty, 
greater is chastity, but the greatest 
blessing is obedience if observed in- 
tact and faithfully. For poverty rules 
over external goods, chastity over the 
body, but obedience rules over the 
understanding and will making these, 
otherwise unruly and untamed facul- 
ties, submissive to the rule of another 
by the yoke of voluntary and humble 
surrender.” 

This truth you will admit without 
any hesitation, if you are honest with 
yourself. No society order, fraternity, 
nor the Church herself can exist with- 
out obedience. If everyone did as he 
freely choose, you would have confu- 
sion and disorder as Christ stated: 
Every kingdom divided against itself 
shall be made desolate” (Mt. 12, 25). 
Hence obedience is a necessary con- 
dition for the continuance of any 
corporate body and for a prosperous 
activity on the outside. 


A REAL BLESSING 


The blessing of God rests on the 
obedient person. Obedience may al- 
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ready here on earth expect the suc- 
cess of its efforts and labors. Dis- 
obedience, on the contrary, will nec- 
essarily go astray, and its undertak- 
ings, nc matter how cleverly they are 
planned, will fail. For instance, Holy 
Scripture relates how a_ prophet, 
owing to his disobedience was torn 
to pieces by a lion. “And behold, men 
passing by saw the dead body cast 
in the way, and the lion standing by 
the body. And they came and told it 
in the city wherein the old prophet 
dwelt. And when that prophet, who 
had brought him back out of the 
way, heard of it, he said: It is the 
man of God that was disobedient to 
the mouth of the Lord; and the Lord 
hath delivered him to the lion; and he 
hath torn and killed him according 
to the word of the Lord which he 
spoke to him” (3 Kings 13, 25). 

So too, you because of disobedience 
to the will of God, can become the 
prey of that roaring lion “that goeth 
about seeking whom he may devour” 
(1 Pet. 5, 8). Obedience, on the other 
hand, brings you the protection and 
help of God. Christ himself gave us 
a noble example. “He humbled him- 
self, becoming obedient unto death, 
even to the death of the cross” (Phil. 
2, 7). The apostle St. Paul then adds 
these words which show the blessing 
that came to Christ as a result of his 
obedience: “For which cause, God 
hath exalted him and hath given him 
a name which is above all names” 
CRa 227. 0N" 

Obedience also brings you a sense 
of security or perfect safety. You often 
wonder which is the best course of 
action to take in a given instance. 
Obedience by determining what is 
your duty in every case, indicates to 
you the surest way of working out 
you sanctification. When you act in 
this manner, you are always certain 
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that you are complying with God’s 
good pleasure. “I do always the things 
that are pleasing to him” (Jn. 8, 29). 
There naturally follows this a sense 
of profound and abiding peace. This 
peace of soul is a precious gift. So 
few people actually possess it, since 
they are at odds with God’s will. 
Obedience alone can bring you peace 
on earth, and eternal peace with God 
forever. 


This was the source of St. Francis’ 
tremendous peace of soul. When he 
saw someone unhappy, immediately 
he suggested confession. Why con- 
fession? Simply because he realized 
that there must be some disorder in 
the unhappy person’s will. Confession, 
or a revealing of this disorder would 
bring peace through a restoration of 
the union with God’s will. 


Finally, we can truthfully say that 
obedience transforms into virtues and 
merits the most commonplace occupa- 
tion of life, as eating, recreating, and 
working. When you act in the spirit 
of obedience, whatever you do par- 
takes of the merit of the virtue. It is 
pleasing to God, and will be re- 
warded by him. The reverse is also 
true. Whatever is done in opposition to 
the will of God and your lawful su- 
periors, no matter how good in itself, 
is in reality an act of disobedience. 
Hence a obedient person is often com- 
pared to the tourist who boards a ship 
that is piloted by an experienced sea- 
man. Each single day, even though he 
sleeps, he is constantly making for 
port, and reaches his goal without 
fatigue or worry. 

Is it any wonder then, that Holy 
Scripture says: “The obedient man 
shall speak of victory?” (Prov. 21, 28) 
How wise, too is your Third Order 


Rule in insisting that you practice | 
a lively sense of the spirit of obe- | 


dience! @ 
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History of the Third Order 
LESSON TWO 


ie HISTORY OF THE Third Order 
is usually divided into three periods: 
I. From St. Francis to Nicholas IV 
(Bull Supra Montem in 1289); 
II. From Nicholas IV to Leo X with 
the Rule of 1521 when the Third 
Order Regular was also made 
subject to the First Order; 
er irom 1521 to Leo XIII and 
modern times. 


Some authors extend the second 
period from the Bull Supra Montem 
(1289) to the Apostolic Constitution 
Misericors Det Filius of Leo XIII 
May 30, 1883 by which the rule of 
the Third Order, couched in the 
classical Latin of Leo XIII, was adap- 
‘ted for modern times without in any 
| way destroying its import and spirit. 

This is the rule by which tertiaries 
today make their profession. Such a 
division, however, is lopsided, giving 
sixty years to the first period, six 
. centuries to the second, and a little 
more than a half century to the third. 
5 Actually, chronological divisions of 
» history are always difficult; changes in 
any institution are gradual and can 
+ hardly be neatly measured off or ram- 
4 med into some convenient mould. His- 
» torical divisions are made only as an 
j) aid to study. For the time being we 
+ will leave the ending of the second 
‘ period indefinite since several other 
| divisions are possible. For example, 
} one dividing line could be drawn in 


= 
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Lirth of the Third Order 


1688 with the Constitution of Pope 
Innocent making tertiaries dependent 
on the Friars Minor; or even 1447 
when Pope Nicholas V gave solemn 
approbation to, the Third Order 
Regular. Let us now consider the 
Thirteenth Century when the Third 
Order came into being. 

In this period of organization and 
development, history necessarily in- 
vades the field of the jurists. One 
of the first difficulties is to establish 
a date of origin. In our own lives 
each of us is required to present a 
birth certificate many times. It seems 
we cannot possibly be ourselves un- 
less we can prove it with some certi- 
ficate that we have been born on a 
certain date. 

So, too with the Third Order; the 
legal minded tend to doubt that it is 
a true child of St. Francis of Assisi 
brought forth with the aid of divine 
erace from our Mother the Church 
unless we can prove its exact birth- 
day by a certificate. But the Order, 
like some ancient centenarian, does 
not recall the exact date when it first 
saw the light of day. Nor can it 
even point out its exact birth place, 
neither the circumstances under 
which it was born. 

Assisi is happy enough to claim 
the Third Order as its own child; 
but as with Homer, many cities dis- 
pute the honor of having given it 

(See page 304) 
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Tertiary Pen Profiles 


by Mark Hegener O.F.M. 


| lege PEOPLE CAN BECOME success- 
ful without making a temptation of 
it in some form or other. Success for 
Berta Hummel could not have been 
less of a temptation. When the artistic 
world had recognized her talents and 
was ready to pay for them—Sister 
Innocentia (Berta) Hummel was be- 
ing evicted from her convent in Sies- 
sen, first by the Nazi and then by the 
conquering French. 


She had to live with her parents 
for a time in the little Bavarian town 
of Massing, not far from Oberam- 
mergau. Restless to return to the con- 
vent, Sister Innocentia was persuaded 
by her friends to give up the idea all 
together. In the convent all she had 
was a straw mat, but as Berta Hum- 
mel in the world she would have 
security, advancement and fame. She 
was finally able to get a little space 
in the former convent of Siessen then 
occupied by refugees, and there, dur- 
ing those last years of her life, she 
eontinued to work at high pitch, pr 
ducing pictures, paintings, liturgical 
art, murals and anything that would 
be a help in bringing to her stricken 
convent the little necessary income 
to continue to exist. She was the only 
source of income. Nor could she keep 
up the high-pressured pace. The war 
years told on her. And hardly more 
than _a year after the war’s ending, 
Sister Innocentia went home to God. 

Even as a child Berta’s talent for 
drawing was recognized. In her teens 
(1927) she entered the Academy of 
Fine Arts in Munich. In 1929 she 
went to live with the Franciscan Sis- 
ters of the Holy Family at Munich; 
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BertHa HUMMEL 
The Busy Bee of God 
1909 - 1946 


she later joined the community and 
made her profession August 30, 1934. 
As a Sister she continued her studies 
at the Academy. 


With the spread of Nazism and the 
elimination of the sisters from their 
normal sources of income, Sister 
Hummel’s work proved to be the im- 
portant means between them and 
utter starvation. 

Everyone today is familiar with the + 
little Hummel figures with the mark 
of the busy bee (Hummel 
bumble-bee). It was during her first 
year in the convent that her many | 
children pictures were edited. Then : 
followed Madonnas, a whole series of |) 
them; and finally, humorous subjects 
of every description. The children } 
pictures had established the Hummel |) 
fame. Perhaps nothing did more to 
spread the work of Sister Innocentia |} 
than the Hummelbuch published by| 
her friend, Margareta Seeman, who 
moreover, enhanced the delightful | ) 


FORUM) 


means 3 


work by her apt and witty interpreta- 
tions in verse of some of the most hu- 
morous of the pictures. 


It was this same Hummelbuch that 
a workman in Franz Detlef Goebel’s 
factory in Oslau, Bavaria, was paging 
through one day. The Goebel por- 
celain business was bad. Workmen 
were listless. Being unoccupied this 
man was presently reproducing some 
of the cunning Hummel sketches in 
plastic. The Little Wanderer, the 
Fiddler, and the Chimneysweep stood 
there when the proprietor came in. 
Mr. Goebel immediately approached 
Sister Innocentia about manufactur- 
ing the figurines. After long negotia- 
ting, an agreemen was reached. An 
American firm saw the objects in the 
Leipzig fair and in spite of importa- 
tions Cifficulty, invested in them. To- 
day Schmid Brothers of Boston are 
the sole American importers of the 
Hummel figurines and the Goebel 
factory in Bavaria has the exclusive 
contract with the Franciscan Sisters 
of the Holy Family (to which Berta 
belonged) ; a royalty is paid to the 
Order for every figurine that 1s sold. 
These genuine Hummels can be readi- 
ly distinguished from reproductions 
and imitations by the name “Hum- 
me!” which is inscribed in the plastic 
—often also with the symbol of the 
bumble-bee. 

To a jaded world, torn by war and 
blackened by crime, it was a simple 
means that Berta Hummel used to 
bring a generation back to the mem- 
ory of the innocence of childhood. As 
simple as the means St. Francis used 
to remind himself and his followers 
of the birth of the Son of God at 
Bethlehem. 

A world that had decided to live 
naturally, had to be reminded of a 
supernatural element in every corner 
of creation. Her work is like a great 
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Canticle of Brother Sun with canvas 
and brush. Franciscan in tempera- 
ment, Franciscan by profession, Berta 
Hummel even as a child liked to 
sketch the flowers, the birds, the trees, 
any and all of God’s creatures. St. 
Francis captured all of God’s creation 
in song; Berta Hummel caught them 
on her brush and held them fast for 
all time to see and to be reminded 
of God’s love and goodness. She was 
a true child of the Poverello in her 
ability to ferret out the presence of 
God’s hand in the smallest and littlest 
creature. 

Her art, both secular and religious, 
effected a reunion of affection be- 
tween men and the Son of Man. In 
the little room reserved for her during 
the military occupation of the con- 
vent at Siessen, during Hitler’s strong- 
est days, the little painted statues of 
children, placed on exhibition at the 
Leipzig fair, lifted Sister Mary In- 
nocentia to the heights of artistic 
fame. . . The Hummel Christs, the 
Hummel Virgins, the Hummel angels, 
the Hummel boys and girls at way- 
side shrines, even the Hummel Cal- 
varies, appeared everywhere. And if 
not Hummels, then imitations painted 
by other artists. Americans suddenly 
discovered that they did not really 
want cheap Christmas cards decor- 
ated with Scotty dogs, wreaths of 
holly, sprigs of mistletoe, country 
churches or winter scenes. They 
wanted Bethlehem as recreated by 
Berta Hummel. And Bethlehem she 
recreated in hundreds of Christmas 
cards, just as surely as St. Francis had 
recreated Bethlehem by his dramatic 
scene in Greccio’s cave on that Christ- 
mas night in 1223. The Franciscan 
spirit is ever the same—seeking new 
cutlets to make God’s love 
through to a discouraged and _sin- 
blackened world. 
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Berta Hummel’s name in religion— 
Sister Innocentia—was symbolic of 
the innocent child of God the Father, 
just as the name Hummel was a 
patronymic trade mark of the bumble- 
bee. Her children’s pictures have, per- 
haps, more than anything else she did, 
established her reputation, even 
though her work was not confined to 
this field nor limited by it. Go to the 
Oberammergau country today and 
you will see the same little children 
that Berta Hummel studied and por- 
trayed. Every phase of their life. They 
are playful, happy, carefree young- 
sters, clad in patched clothes, bright 
colors, worn stockings, and quaint im- 
mense shoes. 

Her last illness began with pleurisy, 
grew worse with a long infection, 
Dropsy followed, And Death was close 
on its heels. She was moved about 
and given the best medical attention 
available during those critical years 
of war and occupation. Her parents 
were called to her bedside during 
those last days. She asked for the 


Fitstory of the 


birth. The guide at St. Mary of the 
Angels points out that the First and 
Second Orders originated at the Por- 
tiuncula and will add that the Third 
Order too originated in the tiny Por- 
tiuncula chapel, supporting his theory 
by the phrase: “Tres ordines hic or- 
dinat”—“Three orders he (St. Fran- 
cis) here ordained. . .” He empha- 
sizes the “hic” (here) as the novices 
do-at Mt. La Verna to indicate the 
place of the stigmata. 

This is the well-known stanza: 

Tres Ordines his ordinat primumque 

Fratrum nominat Minorum; Pauperum- 

que 


Sit dominarum medius; sed Poenitentum 
Tertius sexum capit ultrumque.* 
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Last Sacrament herself and was as 
happy to meet Brother Death as St. 
Francis was; she said to her parents: 
“T am happy to go home, but my 
heart grieves for you. . . Oh, let me 
die; I can help you more in eternity.” 

“On . November 6; 1946," “ana 
nounced the Mother Superior, “our 
loved Sister Maria Innocentia went 
forth to meet Christ. The Lord has 
given her to us; the Lord has taken 
her from us; as it has pleased the 
Lord, so hath it happened. Blessed 


by His Holy Name.” 

The Hummel figures continue to 
march around the world bringing the 
freshness of forgotten childhood inno- 
cence to the minds of men, the beauty 
of God’s creation to the sleek-lined 
world that is made to pause in its 
rush, true joy that shines through the 
world’s tears to remind it, as St. 
Francis did, that it is in dying that we 
are born to eternal life! Such was the 
life and work of Sister Maria Innocen- 
tia (Berta) Hummel! e 


Third Order 


But the pronoun “hic” will not 
suffer such a distortion, for whatever 
argument, from a demonstrative pro- 
noun to an adverb of place. 


History IN Bop STROKES 

Recall the awakened Christ-con- 
sciousness which affected the masses 
at the turning point of the 12th to 
the 13th century. It was certainly a 
result of a century of Crusade preach- 
ing rather that the actual Crusades 
themselves; the sermons were given 
throughout Europe by the great 


*“Three Orders he here ordained; the 
first he called the Friars Minor; the sec- 
ond, the Poor Ladies; and the third, the 
Penitents, he gathered from both sexes.” 
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preachers of the times commissioned 
by the Holy See. The idea of the 
Crusades was kept constantly before 
the public mind, though the actual 
expeditions were few and only a com- 
parative few took part in them. 

It was the masses especially to which 
the preachers addressed themselves, 
vividly portraying the life and suffer- 
ings of Christ to animate them for the 
Crusade. The enthusiasm engendered 
was not always controlled within prop- 
er channels. Not seldom it degen- 
erated into fractious criticism of of- 
ficialdom in Church and State, whose 
life seemed to fall so short of the 
Christlike ideal held out to them. 
Here was an opportunity for agitators 
and cynics to put a foot in the door, 
and every age has plenty of these 
restless men. Two heretical move- 
ments rose: the Albigenses and the 
Waldenses, the latter going in for a 
more or less peaceable imitation of 
Christ, the former resorting to politi- 
cal intrigue and violence to further 
their aims. The reactionary spirit was 
not confined to these heretical move- 
ments; it took shape in similar move- 
ments elsewhere, and even where it 
did not assume a definite shape, the 
spirit nonetheless prevailed. 

The time was ripe for a counter 
movement within the Church, to rec- 
oncile the antagonistic laity, as well 
as to develop along orthodox lines the 
idea of apostolic poverty, which had 
taken so firm a hold on the popular 
fancy. It was reserved for St. Francis 
to inaugurate this Church-guided 
movement, beginning, rightly, with a 
movement representative of the 
Church herself, in the cloistral orders 
of the Friars and Poor Clares, and 
descending to the masses by way of 
their example and preaching, ulti- 
mately taking shape in the organized 
movement known as the Brothers and 
Sisters of Penance or the Third Order. 
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It is probable that St. Francis made 
it a practice from the outset of his 
preaching to give those who sought 
his special guidance a kind of rule of 
life, in the form perhaps of Scriptural 
maxims—just as he had done for his 
first followers, the Friars Minor. It 
was an easy step from the isolated ob- 
servance of such rules to. the forma- 
tion of groups following the same or 
similar rules, and again it was a nat- 
ural thought to draft a more or less 
identical rule for all such groups. 

The best opinion of scholars sees 
the hand of Cardinal Ugolino, the 
later Pope Gregory IX, in the compo- 
sition of the earliest rule known today, 
which is a rule claiming the year 
1221 as the date of its origin, and 
published, it appears, at Faenza. 
Other drafts of the rule still extant 
or at least known today, differ from 
it in minor details, due to the pecular 
way in which the movement origi- 
nated, as stated above. It remained 
for Nicholas IV in 1289 to introduce 
complete uniformity in the text. For 
want of a better date, the year 1221 
(the date of the earliest known rule), 
is taken as the year in which the 
Third Order of St. Francis was 
founded in its present form. 

Peculiar to the movement of the 
Third Order at this stage are the ad- 
ditions made to the rule in various 
localities, to suit peculiar fancies and 
conditions. Several of these drafts have 
come down to us, the casual sources 
of their origin leading one to sur- 
mise that there were many others. 
THE SOURCES 

With the broad outlines of the early 
Third Order movement in mind, we 
can now take up the sources from 
which our information is derived. 

Neither Fr. Thomas of Celano (ear- 
liest biographer of St. Francis) nor 
Fr. Enrico d’Avranche who derived 

(See page 316) 
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A new bas-relief wood carving twenty feet long in the hall of St. C 


Greccio to the summit of La Verna. 


Orn: HOLY FATHER ST. FRANCIS 
wanted his children to foregather 
from time to time for the sake of 
spiritual renewal and mutual edifi- 
cation. This is frequently done on a 
regional and national level; but every 
six years the ministers provincial are 
called together for a general chapter 
or congregation. Participating in this 
world reunion of our great Franciscan 
family is an experience of a life time 
which combines the perfect joy of 
Greccio with the earnest dedication 
of La Verna united at the very cradle 
of the Order, the sanctuary of Our 
Lady of the Angels of the Portiuncula 
at Assisi. For more than seven cen- 
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turies, from the days of Pope Innocent 
III to our gloriously reigning Pontiff 
Pius XII, these inspiring and inspired 
gatherings of the representatives of 
the many provinces 
throughout the world have sought to 
interpret and promote the spirit and 
message of St. Francis for their con- 
temporaries. 


Franciscan 


The perennial message of St. Fran- 
cis, which echoes through the valleys 
of Umbria and Rieta, ricocheting to 
and fro amid the hills and calling 


all who dwell near the inspirational | 


mountain peaks of Franciscan Italy, 
is best expressed in the brief words 


of St. Francis: “I do not need very | 


much: I know about poor Christ cru- 
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a Verna depicts the Franciscan journey to God from the heights of 


Journey 


cified!”” (2 Cel. 105: 
Francis 151). 


Friars Minor came to Assisi this 
past Pentecost not merely to re-elect 
the Most Reverend Augustine Sepin- 
ski O.F.M. as the Minister General 
for twelve additional years, but to 
retrace really and mystically the Pov- 
erello’s footpaths in following the 
Holy Gospel which lead him to union 
with Christ, the Divine Love, in per- 
fect happiness. As long as the Fran- 
ciscan family journeys along this 
sacred route from the rugged slopes 
of Greccio through the realism of 
daily life redeemed, on to the summit 
of union with the Crucified on La 
Verna’s heights, we know that our 


Words of St. 
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by the Very Reverend Pius Barth O.F.M. 


Minister Provincial, Sacred Heart Province 


sights are firmly focused on the Crib 
and the Cross to give and to insure 
proper perspective and relentless di- 
rection to the Franciscan manner of 
life. 

This Franciscan manner of life is 
brilliantly portrayed in a_ beautiful 
wooden bas-relief carved by convert 
artist, Miss Hildegarde Hendrichs, 
from Berlin’s Russian zone. It is 
mounted in the great Hall of St. 
Clare, high on the cliffs of Monte 
La Verna where St. Francis received 
the sacred stigmata of the Crucified. 
Fortunately she was permitted to live 
for some time in the solitude of Mt. 
La Verna, to meditate in the rocky 
caverns and to look down upon the 
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world from the hallowed heights as 
Francis did centuries ago. 

What she experienced here in soli- 
tude enabled her to produce this ex- 
ceptional twenty foot wide work of 
art. Miss Hendrichs explained the 
work of art to the ministers provincial 
assembled in the Hall of St. Clare 
on Mt. La Verna. It was, she said, 
the Franciscan Journey of Divine 
Love between the peaks of Greccio 
and La Verna. 

What a mystery of joy is made 
known to us in the ideal of St. Fran- 
cis; how lovingly he reveals to us the 
infinite love of our God, and how 
we can experience true happiness in 
the joys and sorrows and in all the 
events throughout our lives by imitat- 
ing his ardent love for Christ. 

As we accompany St. Francis in 
Miss Hendrich’s bas-relief from Grec- 
cio to La Verna the Franciscan ideal 
is beautifully portrayed. At Greccio’s 
crib you will experience the fullness 
of God’s love which came in the full- 
ness of time; the poverty of our Al- 
mighty Creator in the crib and His 
ignominious death on the cross are 
portrayed by La Verna. Then you 
will leave these holy places, urged on 
to follow in the footsteps of Christ 
with a grateful heart as do the pil- 
grims in this art work. 

One of the pilgrims comes down 
from Greccio (in the left corner of 
the picture). He finds it unbearable to 
lead a more comfortable life than 
his Lord and Creator. He therefore 
detaches himself from his riches and 
is now free to give himself with heart 
and soul to Christ—There you also 
see St. Louis, king of France, washing 
the feet of an old man; he is ex- 
tremely happy to touch Christ in this 
poor man. The example of Christ 
makes him the servant of all men.— 
It is here also where the genuine love 
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of God manifests itself in the love 
of our neighbor and where two Fran- 


ciscan novices sing joyful hymns be-— 


cause of Christ’s Incarnation. 


What we behold in_ this picture. 
expells from our hearts all restlessness 
and uneasiness, caused by worldly de- 
sires and worries, and prompts us to 
submit our will and heart in all sit- 
uations to the holy will of God and 
with St. Francis, kneeling at the foot 
of the Crucifix, whisper his words 
“My God and my All.” 

Now turn to the right side of the 
picture representing Mt. La Verna. 
Look at the crucifix which one of the 
pilgrims is embracing—his own daily 
cross. Immediately all tormenting sad- 
ness vanishes from his heart which 
is now filled with a heavenly joy. “It 
should be our greatest joy,” says our 
holy Father Francis, “to endure all 
hardships and tribulations for love of 
our Crucified Savior.”—If we lead 
a truly christian life, there will be 
no reason to give way to any sadness 
and worry. On the other hand, there 
is no true love without some grief 
and sorrow which, however, is puri- 
fied and sanctified by its union with 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. This union 
is the source of true happiness. But 
even after this union there still re- 
mains one grief and sorrow, the grief 
for the “Love” that is not love, for 
the ingratitude to our Crucified Savior 
—humanity’s great sin. 

Look at the picture again. There 
you see an ordinary laborer and a 
man of letters embracing each other 


as brothers, while they are turning | 


their eyes towards Christ on the cross, 
the most perfect ideal of fraternal 


charity. With his left hand the laborer | 


is pointing to St. Elizabeth doing her 


work of mercy while seeing her Cruci- | 


fied Savior in the poor and sick. 


A fervent meditation at the foot 


| 


i 


| 


} of the cross awakens in our holy 
Father Francis an ardent love in his 
! already love-wounded heart which 
} causes him to shed heartrending tears 
# and to cry out: “Love, Love is not 


6 loved.” 


This work of art brings home to 
4 us how the pious pilgrims have medi- 
} tated on the love of Christ Crucified, 
forcing them to descend from the 
} heights of their pride by being made 
little while meditating on God’s 
greatness and majesty; they find now 
in the lowlands of humility, Christ, 
enduring peace of heart, true joy and 
genuine love in their souls. 

The two singing friars in the pic- 
(ture are the fruit of the Franciscan 
ideal between Greccio and La Verna. 
They are able to radiate their joy, 
@ because they have a clear idea of 
} God’s love for man and have con- 
¥ sequently the courage to walk the 
} way that Francis has pointed out for 
| them. 

We Franciscans—pilgrims by grace 
# —sojourning and laboring daily in 
} God’s service, are happily stricken 
} by the mystery of exalted Love so 
'that we topple from the heights of 
' human pride into the valley of humil- 
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dren with St. Francis and St, Clare, 
we will find in Christ, the complete 
treasure of love and peace. 


Such, then, is the seraphic poem 
perfecting joy of life in Christ and 
inspiring every Franciscan pilgrim 
soul toward grateful imitation of the 
savior in a continuing pilgrimage to 
grasp peace in God. On the enchanted 
heights of Greccio and La Verna the 
soul exults in supreme pleasure ~ at 
the vision of Divine Beauty and ex- 
claims “My God and My All” while 
in the lowly valleys the sons of men 
lose that sublime vision through at- 
tachments to the material things of 
earth. Only on the heights above 
the material restlessness of earthly 
men does the spiritual pilgrim find 
vision and rest in the seraphic wisdom 
and loving knowledge of Christ Jesus 
poor and crucified. 

The sacred impressions of our jour- 
neyings to Franciscan Italy for the 
General Chapter of 1957 are thus ex- 
cellently expressed in the sculpture 
of Miss Hildegarde Hendrichs’ wood- 
en bas-relief described above as an 
“Ttinerary of Divine Love from In- 
carnation to Redemption.” It is a 
pilgrimage of perfect joy made with 
the liberty of the chosen children of 


| ity, where, having become little chil- God! ® 
hgh ele. 
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Franciscan Italy 


Foumnco: THe CLrotH MARKET 


FOLIGNO IS SPREAD out in the valley. In Roman 


days it was known as Fulgineum (gateway of the 
Flaminian Way to Rome). At the time of St. Francis 
it was a textile town, manufacturing and wholesaling 


cloth. After the voice from the Crucifix in San Dami- 
ano told Francis to go and rebuild the church, the 
eager lad thought he was to reconstruct the tumbled 
down chapel in which he was praying. He saddled 
his horse at once, took a bolt of cloth from his fa- 
ther’s warehouse and rode to Foligno—about 15 miles 


distant. There he sold both cloth and horse, and 
planned to use the money for rebuilding the church. 


The wrath of his father was his reward (I Cel. 8, 9). 
Out of the cluster of houses the cathedral of St. 
Felician, bishop, martyr and patron of the town, 
stands out with the church of San Francesco. It is 
built on the spot Francis and his friars had their 
first convent in Foligno and it contains the tomb 
of Blessed Angela of Foligno, a member of the Third 
Order of St. Francis, one of the best known mystics 
of the Middle Ages, as is also Blessed Angelina, a 
tertiary from Foligno. 
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TREVI: THREE Corns IN A FOUNTAIN 


ON THE EASTERN SIDE of the Umbrian valley, Trevi 


juts up out of the plain like a pyramid with a domed 
church at its point. It is typical of the Italian hill 


towns, mountain fortifications instead of buildings on 
the flat plain, to guard themselves more easily during 


time of war. The water for the Trevi Fountain in 
Rome, now famous for the “Three Coins in the 
Fountain,” begins from this hill town and finds its 
way underground to the Roman feuntain. The cathe- 
dral of San Smiliano contains the tomb of that holy 
Bishop and matyr. In 1213 Francis preached to the 
people of Trevi. A donkey suddenly went wild during 
the sermon, running back and forth and disturbing 
both preacher and audience. Francis went up to the 
donkey and commanded it to be still during the 
preaching of God’s word. The beast was immediately 
obedient, came closer to the saint, and listened in its 
own way to the sermon. Amazed at this miracle, the 
people later on built the church of San Francesco on 


that spot (Wadding). 


by Mark Hegener O.F.M. 
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Success or Failure? 


You Can Spell the Difference 


by Geraldine Liss Tertiary 


To CATECHISM TELLS us that we 
are creatures composed of body and 
soul and made to the image and 
likeness of God. The philosophers tell 
us that man is a composite of two 
parts principles—prime matter and 
substantial form, and that this sub- 
stantial form which makes a thing to 
be what it is, is the soul. In other 
words then, the soul is the first prin- 
ciple of life. It is the soul which 
makes us to be what we are. 


Man, we know, is a rational animal. 
He is then, mid-way between the 
animals and God, and he operates on 
three levels: the vegetative, the sen- 
tient, the rational. On the first two 
levels, which include processes like 
growth, nutrition, sensation, man is 
animal. But on the third level, where 
man thinks, remembers, imagines and 
wills, he is God-like. He is the image 
of God. 

We know too, that there is a dif- 
ference between the kind of knowl- 
edge that man can have and _ the 
kind God does have, for he knows 
everything all at once and in the 
very knowing of the thing He gives 
existence to it, for His knowledge is 
creative. But man can only know 
piece-meal, and never can he create 


a thing in the way that God does. 


It is because God knows us that we 
exist, because he creates us by know- 
ing us. Why does God know us? God 
wants us to know, love and serve him 
now, and be happy with him in 
Heaven, and that happiness will con- 
sist in knowledge of him, and know- 
ing him, we will have no choice but to 
love him. But let’s get back to this 
world. The reasons again are to know, 
love and serve God. Let’s concentrate 
on the first one, knowing God. 


How can we know Him? It is in 
the Beatific Vision that that occurs. 
As a matter of fact, we know God 
by knowing what he is not. St. 
Thomas tells us that to know is to 
become other precisely as other. He 
then explains what he means. That 
when I know you, you aren’t stuffed 
into my eyeballs, but you remain 
yourself, where you are, and yet, I 
somehow in a non-physical fashion, 
possess you. 

But, I can touch you, see you, hear 
you. In other words, I can sense 
you, and it is correct to say that while 
you are now mentally possessed by me, 
you were first in my senses. But now, 
the problem arises, what about God? 
Certainly, I cannot sense Him in the 
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* material, he is not finite, he is not 
| created, he is not complex. Rather He 
is a spiritual, infinite, omnipotent, 
} simple being. This is what He must 
A be. 

} I know Hin, too, by His creation. 

I know first, by creation, that there 
is a God. And I know secondly, that 
| if there is a God, then he must have 
icreated all that which has been 
i} created. And I know thirdly, that his 
creation is a reflection of Him, a 
‘revelation of His attributes, just as 
the picture the artist paints, tells what 
) is-within him. 

We said that in coming to. know 
a person we sense him. I do this 
best by conversing with him. That 
* way I find his likes, his thoughts, his 
# character, his personality, his friends. 
i And I find most of it by listening to 
i him. And this is true of God also. We 
4 know Him by talking to Him, only 
} we call it prayer. But it is also a two- 
} sided thing and it is for us not only to 
speak but also to listen. 

. All of us know that prayer is a 
f necessary item in one’s life. Francis 
| knew it as did all the other founders 
fof orders. That is why priests and 
{nuns say an office. That is why we 
{ tertiaries say an office. That is why we 
attend Mass as often as we can. That 
is why we pray at our monthly meet- 
| ings. 

Some of us who know all of this 
t very well, however, are busy people. 
Maybe we're too busy getting to 
know others to bother getting to 
know God. Maybe some of us are 
steeped in the heresy of overactivity. 
We all know super-activated people. 
They are the dynamos who keep 
everything running. They are the 
people without whom you can’t get 
along. They’re the people who gain 
everyone’s respect doing fabulous 
things. 
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And then, all of a sudden one day, 
while they're going likkity-cut, they 
crumble, like a house when the ter- 
mites have been there. They’re not 
what they used to be. Or they’re not 
what they thought they were. At 
first they might not be able to figure 
out what happened. And then it 
hits, like a ton of bricks. 


They know that all man is and 
does, he does because God allows it, 
because God gives the strength. And 
they know that with God they can do 
all things. But in doing all things, 
they become too busy for God. And 
then, it gets to be a rat-race. Yes, 
they'll say a rosary today, but not 
right now because thus-and-so just 
has to be done now. Or so-and-so 
just has to have some help. And 
then, well, they should have said a 
rosary but it’s way past bed-time, and 
God knows I need my sleep. 

And then it’s morning. And_ they 
know that they should get up for 
Mass, but they are so tired. The 
Lord really won’t care if they snitch 
and come only in time for Com- 
munion. Meditation and _- spiritual 
reading will just have to wait, because 
there are so many things to do and 
it feels so good to do them. 

Soon these people lose their taste 
for the spiritual, and their frame of 
mind is to find something more to 
do so they won’t have to sit down 
for a minute, so they won’t have to 
pray. Besides, they are good. Every 
body can see they are good. Look 
at all the things they do for others. 

These falsely believe that nibbling 
around the edges won’t hurt, that 
snitching here and there is all right. 
But these people talk themselves into 
believing that they are still what 
they used to be when they did pray 
well. They forget that there is no such 

(See page 316) 


Virtues of St. Francis 


A 
Joyful Man 


In ‘Tears 


by Xavier Carroll O.F.M. 


A bee IS A STRANGE THING about 
St. Francis. He is best known as the 
saint of joy. Everyone refers to the 
happy St. Francis. Felix Timmerman 
wrote a book entitled The Perfect Joy 
of St. Francis. And yet almost every 
statue and very many pictures de- 
pict the saint in an attitude of sorrow. 
The same long, drawn face, the same 
sorrowful eyes. True, there is peace 
and calm but it seems to evidence 
a hard-won tranquility. Almost a 
philosophic attitude in the face of 
inevitable disappointment. What has 
happened? Must we get the biogra- 
phers and painters and sculptors to- 
gether-on the same story? 

1 think not. There zs this paradox 
in Francis’ life. He was most joyful 
and yet one of the most sorrowful. 
He sorrowed over sin, his own sins 
and the sins of the world. He sorrowed 
over the ingratitude of sin, over the 
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suffering it caused the Savior. He 


had a “‘sense of sin” which is growing _ 


weak in the world today. This sense 
of sin is an abiding realization that 
we have outraged a good and merci- 
ful Father. Abiding in the sense that 
it colors all our approaches to God. 
It is not merely our “creatureliness” 
before the Uncreated that should fill 
us with reverence as we come to God, 
as we pray to him, as we accept his 
will daily. We are not only mere 
creatures. We are creatures who have 
seriously offended God. We must 
come to God fully aware of this re- 
stating our regret and remorse by the 
very atmosphere of our soul. God 
has forgiven us for certain. But the 
son who has seriously disappointed 
his father is forever mindful of this 
imeratitude and is ever sorrowing over 
it long years after his kind father 
has forgiven. It adds a new element 
to their relationship. And when he 
lays his father in his grave, this past 
infidelity will rush over him and fill 
him with bitterest regret. His tears 
will tell the story. We think of the 
prodigal son who rushes to his father 
with “Father, I have sinned. : 
Things can never be the same again 
now that the son is truly conscious 
of himself as a sinner. 

Many therapists who work with 
emotionally disturbed people tell us 
that a sense of guilt is a very bad 
thing, It is the very cause of tension 
and strain. When people constantly 


| 


reflect they have or are acting con- } 


trary to some norm they hold sacred, 
they develop feelings of inferiority 
and self-contempt which cause them 
to do all kinds of unacceptable things 
and cause them no end of worry and 


frustration. This is certainly an unfor- | 
tunate state of affairs. Many therapists | 
point out that the solution to the prob- | 
lem is to explain that feelings of guilt | 
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i) 
| 
, 


| 


Vintention of discontinuing the 
| havior. Naturally if you are going to 
keep on doing something you feel is 


| fortable. 
4 yourself that it is all right. (And it is 


| are quite groundless since “norms” are 
| quite arbitrary. The ten command- 
j ments and everything else down the 
| line are, after all, merely socially ap- 


proved ways of doing things. If you 
feel compelled to act contrary to these 
“taboos” you ought to go right ahead 


} —tor your peace of mind. Of course 


you must be ready to accept the 
social consequences if you are caught 


—this is merely facing reality—but for 
heaven’s sake don’t feel “guilty” 
about it. 


This type of thinking—and it is 


§ wide-spread today—looks upon the 


Christian “‘sense of sin” as very des- 
tructive and meaningless. One ought 


§ never to dwell on past moral aberra- 


tions. It leads to mental illness. At 


@ least this is the theory. The paradox is 
% that it does not agree with fact. Those 


who are truly sorry for their sins, have 


# rectified their lives and constantly 


repent of their past infidelity are the 


most peaceful and, as in the case 


of St. Francis, the most joyful. The 


# discrepancy between theory and fact 
# lies in terminology. Those who have 
Heuilt feelings and those who have a 
} lively sense of sin are not the same 


people. In this particular matter hav- 


4 ing a sense of guilt means to a psychol- 
j ogist doing something contrary to 


an honored norm without the least 


be- 
‘wrong you are going to feel uncom- 
The trick is to convince 


quite a trick.) 
The person with the sense of sin, 


‘on the other hand, is the person who 


‘faces the fact that his behavior is 
wrong, does all in his power to cor- 


+ rect it, is conscious that God accepts 
/his sorrow and his determination and 
/ is therefore at peace, but still carries 
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with him a firm realization that he 
has been a sinner. He does not have 
the disturbing “guilt” feeling of 
being in the state of sin as the man 
above. But he has the awareness of 
being a man who has sinned and 
who is inclined to sin. Guilt feelings 
lead to mental illness. A sense of sin 
leads to gentle sorrow—and to hope 
and confidence and peace. 

A sense of sin develops many vir- 
tues. We have mentioned reverence. 
When we dwell on the realization that 
we have hurt someone we become 
more conscious of that one’s dignity. 
We become conscious of his rights. 
In the case of God we become more 
conscious of our helplessness before 
him, our need of mercy and redemp- 
tion. We tend to approach him with 
more respect and awe, though still 
confident of his love and indulgence. 
Unless we have a highly developed 
esnse of sin, we well never under- 
stand the psalms and the liturgy will 
seem formalistic humbug. 

The man who mourns over his sin 
develops gratitude. Aware that he 
does not deserve kindness on the 
part of God, he becomes more and 
more aware of manifestations of His 
goodness throughout the day and 
feels the more undeserving, the more 
erateful, 

A sense of sin develops greater 
charity and patience with others. It 
fosters the spirit of “. . . forgive us 
our we forgive those 
who trespass against us.” It is dif- 
ficult to feel keenly that we have hurt 
God, that we need his patience and 
mercy, and then go out and dress 
down the man next door who has in- 
convenienced us. 


trespasses as 


Francis is a paradox in many ways. 
And one way is that he came to his 
joy through sadness for his sins. e 


SS 


Success or Failure? 


thing as standing still in the spirit- 
ual life. If there is no progress, then 
there is only regression. There is 
no fight in getting to this stage. It 
is a comfortable, swift, buttered 
glide, right down into a big soft com- 
fortable feather pile, that the devil 
has prepared just for people who 
crowd God out gently. 


But these are the people who want 
to get to Heaven. And they know that 
Heaven is a union with God. It’s a 
cinch that they’re not going to have 
a place there, if they choose to for- 
get him now. 


We said that Francis made pro- 
vision for the likes of us when he 
insisted that we say an office. Thomas 
Aquinas once pointed to the crucifix 
when someone asked him for the 
source of his knowledge. Thomas a’ 
Kempis devoted all of The Imitation 
of Christ to telling us how much we 
need to pray to be like Christ. Igna- 
tius Loyola spent months in bed in 
prayer and reflection before he found- 
ed the Jesuits. 


Always it was prayer that made the 
activity successful. We talk of the 
importance of activity. Some Cath- 
olics cannot see the point of contem- 
platives and cloisters. But then there 
is the story of Martha and Mary. As 
Martha worked, Mary listened. And 
Our Lord said, “Martha, you are 
troubled about many things, but Mary 
which 


has chosen the better part 


shall not be taken from her.” 


Could he perhaps say to the over- 
active among us, “My friends, you 
have thrown the best part away.” @ 
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History of Third Order 


his Legenda Versificata (life of St. 
Francis in verse form) from the works 
of Celano, allude to the Portiuncula 
when speaking of the foundation of 
the three orders, but are rather in- 
clined to the analogy of the found- 
ing of the three orders with the re- 
pairing by St. Francis of the three 
churches, namely St. Mary of the 
Angels (Portiuncula) St. Damians, 
and the chapel of St. Peter. Says 
Celano: 

“Hymns of gratitude and _ praise 
rang out everywhere so that many 
abandoning the cares of the world, 
learned in the life and teachings of 
our blessed Father Francis to know 
themselves, and they returned to the 
love and worship of the Creator. Many 
people—nobles and peasants, clerics 
and laics—touched by divine inspira- - 
tion, began to approach St. Francis 
begging to be allowed to march under 
his guidance and that of his order. — 
And for all of them, this saint of God, . 
like some rich river of heavenly grace > 
irrigating parched soil with the waters } 
of love, made flowers of virtue flourish / 
in the garden of their hearts. What : 
an excellent craftsman he was! By his ; 
example, rule and teachings, the * 
Church of Christ was rejuvenated in 1 
the faithful of both sexes, and the ° 
three fold militia of the elect tri- - 
umphed. ‘To each and to all accord- - 
ing to their condition and state, he * 
gave a rule of life which pointed out ¢ 
the true way of salvation’’ (Vitag 
Prima; n. 37), ! 

A parallel between the three orders t 
founded by St. Francis and the three / 
churches restored by him is found also 
in the rimed office of St. Francis com- 
posed by Fr. Julian of Speyer, and in 
the Epitome of the life of St. Francis, 
compiled mostly from Celano’s sources 


SS 
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by the same author. Both were writ- 
ten certainly before 1235, perhaps 
even before 1232. In both St. Francis 
| is represented as the founder of the 
Third Order as a distinct order; but 
lat the same time Fr. Julian does not 
}seem to be localizing the foundation 
tof the Third Order. 
He calls the members of the Third 
{Order “Continenti, and says: “I do 
not believe these things came about 
}without a deeper meaning and reality, 
{that is, the restoring of the above 
#mentioned churches by the Saint. 
Nonetheless I firmly believe that by 
)the preventive will of God, these re- 
‘stored churches symbolize something 
{very special which this simple man has 
(wonderfully achieved, namely, he has 
Hlaid the foundation for three cele- 
Sbrated orders, which we will treat 
{briefly in the proper place, and he 
fled them on to the state of perfection 
}with his words and example” (Vita, 
n. 14). 

Previous to this paragraph Fr. Jul- 
an writes: 


— 


“Indeed, he provided for every 
‘class, condition, and age and sex an 


hich, when followed faithfully as 
‘a guide by both sexes, brought about 
jthe triumph the Church enjoys today 


elect. (Note the last few words are 
Imost identical with Celano’s above). 
He did indeed establish three orders 
as we have pointed out above. He 
Shimself belonged to the first both 
‘by profession and by the habit he 
‘wore and he observed the manner of 
life better than all the rest; he called 
‘the order the Friars Minor, for so 
he had named them in the rule. The 
‘second is that of the Poor Ladies or 
virgins who had their beginning from 
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him. And the Third though no 
less perfect, is called the Order of 
Penance, embracing happily both 
sexes—clerics and laics, virgins and 
celebates, and the married.” 

Note that the passages just quoted 
contain the same “three churches, 
three orders” analogy which is also 
repeated in the liturgical office: 

Sub typum trium Ordinum 

Thes, nutu Dei praevio : 

Ecclesias erexit.* (Responsory, II Noc- 

turn of Feast of St. Francis) 
St. FRANCIS 

The rimed office and the addition 
to the life of St.. Francis written by 
Julian of Speyer were as early as 1232- 
1235, less than ten years after the 
death of St. Francis. Our next source 
are the two “Legenda” or lives of St. 
Francis to be read at table or in 
choir written by St. Bonaventure. This 
work of the Seraphic Doctor is dated 
1262. It mentions that when the Friars 
Minor reached twelve in number, they 
transferred headquarters definitely to 
the Portiuncula. It also mentions the 
apostolic journey’s of St. Francis and 
makes mention of the “abundant spiri- 
tual fruit” of these journeys. The chief 
fruit is the new fraternity of Penitents. 

“For, enkindled by the fervor of 
his preaching, very many folk bound 
themselves by new rules of penitence, 
after the pattern received from the 
man of God, and that same servant of 
Christ ordained that their manner of 
living should be called the Order of 
the Brethren of Penitence. Of a truth, 
even as the way of penitence is 
known to be common unto all that 
strive after heaven, so it is noted of 
how much worth in the sight of God 
was this Order, embracing clerics and 
laics, virgins, and married folk of 
either sex, by the many miracles 
wrought by some of its members.” 


(To be continued ) 
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Franciscan Spirituality, Valentine M. Bret- 
ton O.F.M., Trans: Flavian Frey O.F.M. 
Franciscan Herald Press, $1.75. 


The old adage ‘‘good things come in 
small packages’ is especially true of this 
little volume (70 pages). This is an excel- 
lent attempt to detail “the organized 
system of principles and conviction, as well 
as certain pious practices which convert 
these convictions into action and into 
habits promoting the dutiful service of 
God.” The first part substantiates the cen- 
tral idea of Franciscan spirituality, namely 
“Wwe must recognize in the Person of the 
God-man, Jesus Christ the Being who was 
primarily conceived and primarily willed 
by the Tri-Une God as he resolved to 
manifest Himself ‘ad extra.” According 
to this doctrine He cannot be considered 
a descendant in the line of creation, but 
rather He is the prototype and blueprint 
of every other creature. No other creature 
would exist were it not for Christ. Instead 
of the usual progression generally set down 
in this fashion—God: (1) Creation, (2) 
Fall of Man, (3) Incarnation, (4) Re- 
demption, (5 Trinity; the Franciscan sys- 
tem has a more logical and realistic order 
—Tri-une God: (1) Incarnation, (2) 
Adoption, (3) Creation, (4) Redemption, 
(5) Restoration. From this order of things 
the author draws some clementary con- 
clusions: (1) There is a marvelous har- 
mony and unity in all the works of God, 
(2) Creatures of free will (angels and men) 
were created originally for the superna- 
tural order, (3) All men are saved in 
Christ even those who historically antedate 
Him, (4) The great unifying force in this 
spirituality is love. 

The author then gives the viewpoints 
of the Franciscan soul toward God, toward 
creatures and toward himself. He points 
out that the exercises 
in this system are devotion to the Eucharist, 
Imitation of Christ, the Holy Spirit as 
the principle of the spiritual life, special 
devotion to Mary, the Mystical Body as 


essential spiritual 
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the fulfillment of the desires of the Fran- 
ciscan soul and the use of the Sacraments 
and the Liturgy. 

The overall conclusion is this: the 
Christocentric spirituality as adopted by 
the Franciscan school conforms perfectly 
to the revelations of Sacred Scripture, 
neither bringing in any extraneous element 
nor passing over any important element. 
Ay other system of spirituality which is 
not founded on the absolute primacy of 
Christ has difficulty in following its prin- 
ciples to their logical conclusion. A more 
concise and accurate expression of prin- 
ciples is not to be had. 


A Primer 
O.F.M., 
cents. 


of Perfection, James Meyer 


Herald Press, 95 


Franciscan 


This is a reprint in paperback format 
of a very popular treatment of the spiritual 
life with special emphasis on the Fran- 
ciscan aspects. The book takes as its 
premise the fact that Christian perfection 
is both meant for everybody and attainable 
by everybody. It builds up the structure of 
Christian perfection with sanctifying grace 
as the aim and foundation—acquiring it, 
maintaining it, developing it, perfecting it. 
It pursues its theme with the avoidance 
of technical terms and learned citations. 
It illustrates and points its matter with 


a continued reference to modern condi- 


tions (personal, social, universal) and to | 


the Franciscan ideal. If tertiaries and 


Third Order directors are seeking a hand- 


book on tertiary spirituality, this is it. It | 


is simple; is is solid, it is seraphic. The 
convenient size and convenient price should 
make for a wide distribution that the book 
deserves. @ 
Guidelines of St. Francis, Albert J. Nimeth 

O.F.M., Franciscan Herald Press, 25 


Cents: 


There is no end to the fascination ex- 
erted by the personality of St. Francis. 


His character is like a jewel whose beauty 
cannot be known at one glance. We have | 
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i 


| priests, 
/ chapter ends with a section called ‘Think 
) It Over,” in which a quotation from the 
writings of St. Francis and Sacred Scrip- 
| ture are used as the basis for group dis- 


~ 


+ 
) kook begins with the discovery of the 
‘highly interesting Nestorian Tablet. This 


. 


H 


+ family. 


‘mission effort 


) to turn it from facet to facet to know its 


true worth. In this pamphlet the author 
gives us a glimpse of some of the phases 
of this many-sided personality. Drawing 
generously from the writings of St. Francis, 


} he treats eighteen different points, among 


them St. Francis and the Church, St. 


| Francis and the Eucharist, the prayer life 


of the saint, his charity, his reverence for 
his penance, his poverty. Each 


Cussion or private meditation. 60 pages, 


illustrated. e 

The Christian Home, Celestine Strub 
O.F.M., Franciscan Herald Press, 85 
cents. 


This is a reprint in paperback form of 
another important book. In his preface 


} the author tells us: “In the family we have 


all the essential things that man requires 
as a social being for his physical, moral 
and intellectual well-being and advance- 
ment. And since the family rather than 


) the individual is the unit of society, to 


reform society one must begin with the 
Restore religion to its rightful 
place in the home; let religion direct, con- 
} trol and permeate the family life, and not 
only will the individual have the safeguard 
he needs against the evils of society, but 
society itself will be transformed.” Religion 
in the home, he claims, is the remedy for 
most of the problems today. In sucession 
he takes up the various points: Prayer in 
the Home, Catholic Atmosphere in the 
' Home, Good Reading, Harmony in the 
Home, and Necessity of Home Life. We 


suggest this book for CFM groups. 


China and the Cross, Columba Cary-Elwes, 
O.S.B., Kenedy, $3.95. 

_ A survey of missionary history. This is 

not merely a compilation or dry facts and 

figures. Rather China and the Cross ex- 


}amines the political tensions and the in- 
| dividual limitations that have affected the 


in China. There is some- 
thing mysterious and fascinating about the 
missionary endeavor in China. The story 
»goes way back to the distant past. This 


is a black odlitic limestone nine feet high, 
three and half feet across and not quite 


'one foot thick. Carved on it is a history 
lof Christian activity in early China. It 


BSIE Pale M BIE RI ©) 1.9.5.7 


is one of the chief sources of information 
for that period. The stone is believed to 
date from 781 A.D. 


The Franciscans come on the scene very 
early. Their heyday is followed by a period 
known as the Jesuit age, so called because 
of the prominence of the Jesuits in this 
period, roughly from 1610 to 1800. In 
giving this period its name the author 
does not intend in any way to minimize 
the efforts of other orders in the field. 


In the section on modern times there 
is ample treatment of the Boxer rising, 
and what is surprising in a book of this 
sort is the great deal of space given to 
Protestant Evangelism. 


In due course we come across such 
famous names as John of Montecorvino 
the first Franciscan and Catholic priest 
to set foot in China. He was consecrated 
archbishop of Peking. Matteo Ricci the 
Jesuit whose efforts for the spread of the 
Kingdom of Christ were herculean is 
mentioned. It was he, however who was the 
unwitting instrument even after his death 
for touching off the Chinese Rites con- 
troversy. We also find Vincent Lebbe, the 
Lazarist whose great contribution after 
the first world war can be summed up 
in two principles: (1) to convert a soul 
to the truth it is essential first and fore- 
most to discover its aspirations and desires 
and to disentangle all there is which is 
legitimate and true and to make use of 
that to conquer that soul entirely, and 2) 
complete de-Europeanization of the Church 
so that it can become indigenous to China. 
Excellent and interesting writing. @ 


Instructions for Mixed Marriages, Rev. 


John Banahan, Bruce, $1.00. 


Fr, Banahan begins with the fact that 
there are mixed marriages and perhaps 
there will be for sometime to come. His 
purpose in writing these six instructions 
is to remove, if possible, the chance of 
failure of these mixed marriages. His 
method is to explain to the non-Catholic 
spouse not only the thought processes of 
the Catholic party but also the very inner 
workings of his soul. The six instructions 
include (1) Why they are Catholic, (2) 
What Catholics Believe, (3) What Cath- 
olics Do in Church, (4) Marriage belongs 
to mankind, (5) What a Catholic Wishes 
to Avoid in Marriage, (6) What a Cath- 
olic Must do. At the end is a list of review 
questions and a collection of prayers often 
said by Catholics. . 
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Indult for O.F.M. Tertiaries. The following is the latin rescript from the Sacred Con- 
gregation of Rites granting the faculties to the American and Canadian O.F.M. Provincial 
to use the vernacular in the investment and profession ceremonies of the Third Order 


with certain restrictions: 


Prot. N. O. 10/957 


SACRA CONGREGATIO 


Rel UU eM 


ORDINIS FRATUM MINORUM 


Administri Provinciales Canadiae ac Statuum Foederetorum Americae 
Septentrionalis, Ordinis Fratrum Minorum, Sanctissimum Dominum nos- | 
trum Prium Papam XII. enixe adprecati sunt, ut in caeremoniis vesitionis - 


et professionis in Tertio Ordine saeculari Sancti Francisci, vulgari lingua > 


recitari valeant preces et formulae Ritualis Romano - Seraphici ad faciliorem 
eorum intelligentiam. Sacra porro Rituum Congregatio, vigore facultatum - 
sibi ab Ipso Sanctissimo Domino nostro tributarum, attentis expositis pecu-— 
liaribus adiunctis et Rev. mi P.Procuratoris Generalis commendationis officio, . 
benigne annuit pro gratia juxta preces, exceptis tamen formulis sequentibus: | 
I. IN VESTITIONE: Oremus, pro benedictione cinguli (pag. 471, Ritualis - 


Romano-Seraphici, Romae 1955), Psalmus: Laudate Dominum (ib., n.3._ 


pag. 472), Benedicamus Domino et Benediction finalis (ib.p. 474). 

II. IN PROFESSIONE. Veni Creator Spiritus (ib. p. 475), Emitte, et | 
Oratio: Deus qui corda ... (ib.), Te Deum Laudamus (ib. p. 477), duplex: 
Benedictio finalis: Benedicat vobis . . . et Benedictio Dei . . . (pp. 478 et | 
479). Servatis de cetero servandis, et dummodo Rey. mus Minister Generalis : 
Ordinis Fratrum Minorum versionem approbet. Contraris quibuslibet non‘ 
obstantibus. Die 19 Februarii 1957. 


-C. Carp. CIGOGNANI 
S. R. C. Praefectus 


The faculty is clear enough, indicating that (1) in the Investment ceremonies the Latin | 
language must be used for the (a) Blessing of the cords, (b) the Psalm: Laudate Dom-| 
inum, and (c) Benedicamus Domino and the final blessing. (2) In the Professional | 
ceremonies (a) The Venite Creator Spiritus with the versicles and oration must be in 
Latin together with (b) the Te Deum laudamus and (c) the two blessings at the end: / 
Benedicat vos and Benedicto Dei. All the rest can be in the vernacular, 

The last condition for the use of this faculty is the approval by the Minister General | 
of an approved English text to be used. So far the Most Reverend Minister General has 
not given his approval to any one text. | 
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CONSTITUTION — BY-LAWS 


He shall give such security as the Di- 
}rective Board may require and at the ex- 
{piration of his term of office deliver to 
ahis successor all monies and property be- 
longing to the Tertiary Organization. 

The consultors shall cooperate with the 
other officers in carrying out the purpose 
| of the Tertiary Organization. 


ARTICLE 7 
Meetings of the Executive Board 

A meeting of the Executive Board must 
be held at least once a year. In case of 
inability of one of the Board to attend 
the meeting, the respective Provincial shall No change in the first paragraph. 
appoint a substitute. The second paragraph to be eliminated 

Each Province of the First Order or the from the Constitution and to become Ar- 
Third Order Regular shall be represented ticle 4 of the By-Laws. 
at the annual National Board meeting by 
the commissary of the respective Tertiary 
9 province, or his duly appointed substitute, 
with a deciding vote. 


ARTICLE 8 
Vacancies 
A yacanecy in any office caused by 
death, resignation or otherwise among the 
smembers of the Executive Board of the NO CHANGE 
First and Third Order shall be filled by 
respective provincial; a vacancy among the 
Sconsultors shall be filled by the Executive 
+ Board at their next meeting. 


ARTICLE 9 ARTICLE 9 
: Membership $ ; Membership 
The Organization consists primarily of The Tertiary Organization consists pri- 
the Tertiary Provinces of the United States. marily of the Tertiary Provinces of North 
A fraternity is in good standing if it is LOO. 


canonically erected, regularly has its meet- The. eroed h Saks 
As : oMeny ce paragra to be eliminated 
eee nonical yicitalion- from the Code ne to become Ar- 

ARTICLE 10 ticle 5 of the By-Laws. 
Congress Meetings 
| (a) Every five years a Congress of the 

Third Order of St. Francis in North Ameri- 
ca shall be held at the time and place 
+ designated by the Directive Board and 
communicated to the Executive Board 
within twelve months after the last Con- 
4 gress. The Congress shall be under the 
auspices of a different province or proy- 
| inces each time. 
(b) If the Directive Board finds it ad- 

| visable to change the time and place of No change 
‘the Congress, such change shall be an- in (a) (b) (ce) (d) and (f). 
‘nounced at least one year in advance of ; 
‘the time previously designated . 
| (ce) A Congress shall not be called in a 
‘city without the previously obtained con- 
‘sent of the Ordinary of the city and the 
 provincials concerned. 
» (d) After consultation with the respec- 
tive provincials, the Executive Board se- 

lects the Reverend chairman, vice-chairman, 

and at least three members of the local 
congress board, and a congress secretary, 
who shall be chosen from the province 
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or provinces which have charge of the 
Congress. 


(e) The Executive Board shall arrange 
the general plan, select subjects and speak- 
ers, supervise the meetings and determine 
the number of yotes to which each fra- 
ternity represented in the Congress is en- 
titled. 


Every fraternity may have as many rep- 
resentatives in the Congress as it chooses, 
who shall have a voice in the delibera- 
tions. But each fraternity shall be en- 
titled to only one voting delegate for every 
one hundred members or fraction of this 
number. Furthermore, each member of 
the hierarchy and each prelate present, 
each member of the Directive Board and 
of the Executive Board, each fraternity 
director present, and one representative of 
the FrANciscAN HerALp and Forum, the 
official publication of the Tertiary Organi- 
zation, shall be entitled to one vote. 

(f{) The local Congress Board shall at- 
tend to all local arrangements according 
to instructions given by the Executive 
Board. 

ARTICLE 11 


Sectional Meetings 

Annual Conventions in various local cen- 
ters and sectional meetings of members 
of the Third Order at frequent intervals 
are strongly recommended and the Execu- 
tive Board shall cooperate with the vari- 
ous provincials to foster and systematize 
such meetings. 


ARTICLE 12 


Autonomy 

In furthering the objects of the Third 
Order of St. Francis in North America, the 
Organization shall not in any way inter- 
fere with the government, or disturb the 
autonomy of any Third Order fraternity, 
or group of fraternities. 

In the case of fraternities aggregated to 
a Tertiary Province, the Executive Board 
shall send reports of its meetings directly 
to the directors. 


ARTICLE 13 


Finances 
In order to carry on its work, the Ter- 
tiary Organization shall receive an annual 
per capita contribution from each Tertiary 
Province in the amount to be recommended 
by the Executive Board and approved by 
the Directive Board. 


After every Third Order Congress, the 
monies not expended shall go to the Ter- 
tiary Organization treasury. 

Extraordinary expenses shall not be made 
without the consent of the Directive Board. 

On travel to and from meetings of the 
Executive Board, mileage only will be re- 


funded to its members from the Tertiary 
Organization treasury. 
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(e) The Executive Board shall arrange 
the general plan, select subjects and speak. 
ers, and supervise the meetings. 


The additional paragraph under (e) also 
to be eliminated from the Constitution and 
to become Article 6 of the By-Laws, with 
changes as noted. 


NO CHANGE 


NO CHANGE 


Paragraph 1, No change 


Paragraph 2, to be eliminated from Con- \ 


stitution and to become Article 9 of the 
By-Laws, with changes as noted, 


Paragraph 3, No change. 


Paragraph 4, to be eliminated from Con.- | 


situation and to become paragraph 8 of the 
By-Laws, with changes as noted. 


FORUM 


ibe 


p 


| 


ARTICLE 14 


Emergencies 
In case of any financial or other emer- 
gency, the Executive Board shall apply for 
* instructions to the Directive Board, 


ARTICLE 15 


Change of Constitution 
Any proposed amendment to this Consti- 
tution must first be submitted in writing 
* to the Executive Board at least six months 
before a Congress. 

After due consideration, the Executive 

Board at least six months before a Con- 
gress. 
_ After due consideration, the Executive 
» Board shall report on the proposed amend- 
ment to the Directive Board at least three 
months before said Congress. 


If the Directive Board approve thereof, 
the amendment shall be submitted to the 
Congress for final decision. 


BY-LAWS 
Article |. 


The Tertiary Organization is placed un- 
der the special protection of the Sacred 
+ Heart of Jesus and of Mary Immaculate. 
Every year within the month of the 
4) Sacred Heart, the Reverend Third Order 
direetors will have their Tertiaries publicly 
* renew their consecration to the Sacred 


4 Heart. 
Article 2. 


The Order of the Meetings of the Execu- 

_tive Board shall be as follows: 

© 1. Call to order and prayer: 

2. Roll call; 

3. Reading of the minutes; 

4. Remarks by the chairman; 

5. Report of the secretary; 

6. Financial report; 

7. Reports of committees; 

8. Reports of instructions from the Direc- 
tive Board; 

9. The good and welfare of the Tertiary 
Organization; 

10. Recommendations of commissaries and 
directors; 

il. Unfinished business; 

© 4142. New business: 

‘ 13. Appointments of committees to report 

. 

u 

| 


at the next meeting; 
14, Closing prayer and adjournment 


Article 3 


» A bond of least $5,000.00 shall be fur- 
/ nished by the treasurer of the National 
Executive Board and the premium shall be 
_ paid out of the National Treasury. 


' Article 7, Paragraph 2 of the Constitu- 
i) tion to become Article 4 of the By-Laws. 


SEPTEMBER #® 1957 


i 


Article 3. 

Adequate bond shall be furnished on the 
Treasurer of the Executive Board, and the 
premium shall be paid out of the Common 
Fund of the Tertiary Organization. The 
adequacy of the bond shall be reviewed at 
each joint annual meeting of the Execu- 
tive Board and the commissaries. 


Article 4. 

Each province of the First Order and the 
Third Order Regular shall be represented 
at the joint annual meeting of the Execu- 
tive Board and the commissaries, by the 
commissary of the respective Tertiary Prov- 
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Article 9, Paragraph 2 of the Constitu- 
tion to become Article 5 of the By-Laws. 


Article 10, (e), Paragraph 2 of the Con- 
stitution to become Article 6 of the By- 
Laws with changes as noted. 


Article 13, Paragraph 4, of the Constitu- 
tion to become Article 8 of the By-Laws, 
with changes as Noted. 


Article 13, Paragraph 2 of the Constitu- 
tion to become Articles 9 and 10 of the By- 
Laws, with changes as noted. 


Article 5 

For the purpose of dispatching business 
between the Directive and Executive 
Boards, and of safeguarding the peroga- 
tives of the Directive Board, the office of 
secretary of the Directive Board is estab- 
lished, to wit: One of the provincial super- 
ior is designated as liaison officer in com- 
municating to his fellow-provincials the 
business of the Third Order Secular requir- 
ing their approval and sanction. 


Article 4 
Any amendment, change or revision of 
the By-Laws shall be subject to the require- 
ments of Article 15 of this Constitution. 
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ince or his duly appointed substitute, w 
a deciding vote. 


Article 5. 

A fraternity is in good standing if it 
canonically erected, has its meetings a 
canonical visitation as prescribed by tl 
rule. 


Article 6. 


Every fraternity may have as many r 
resentatives in the Congress as it choos 
who shall have a voice in the deliberation 
But each fraternity shall be entitled to onl 
one voting delegate for every one hundre 
members or fraction of this number. 
Furthermore, each member of the hierarchy 
and each prelate present, each member a 
the Directive Board and of the Executiv 
Board, each Third Order commissary on 
Third Order vice commissary, each frater- | 

| 
: 


nity director and each youth fraternity 
moderator present, and one representative 
of the FranciscAN Heratp AND Forum, the 
official publication of the Tertiary Orga 
zation, shall be entitled to one vote. 


Article 7. 


The Executive Board shall receive the 
statistics and collect the financial dues 
through the Tertiary Province headaam 
ters. 


Article 8. 


1. On travel to and from meetings of die : 
Executive Board, actual expenses only will 
be refunded to the members from the Con — 
mon Fund of the Tertiary Organization. 

2. Actual expenses only will be refunded — 
commissaries, or their duly appointed sub- 
stitutes, who attend the joint annual meet: ’ 
ing of the Executive Board and the com- 
missaries. 


Article 9. 


The Congress shall be financed by: 

I. A Congress Fund made up of equal i 
deposits by the Tertiary Organization and ( 
the host province or provinces and admin: | 
istered by the Executive Board of the Ter- ' 
tiary Organization. 

2. Pre-Congress registration fees for per-' 
sonal services, badges, literature, transpor-' 
tation and entertainment during the Con-1 
gress. 

Article 10. 

After each Congress, any surplus or def: 
icit in the Congress Fund shall be shared: 
by the Tertiary Organization and the hosts 
province or provinces in ratio to their de- 
posits in the Congress Fund. 


Article 5 becomes Article Il, No change 
in Text. | 


Article 4 to become Article 12 and| 
changed to read as follows: \ 
Any amendment, change or revision of they 
By-Laws may be made by the Executive) 
Board subject to the approval of the Di-+ 
rective Board. 


CALENDAR OF PLENARY 
INDULGENCES 


AUGUST 
Portiuncula, toties quoties. 
Bl. Agathangel and Cassian M. 1 Or. 
St. John Mary Vianney C. e Or. 
x Clare of Assisi V. 2 Or.—G.A. & 
ag 
Assumption—G.A. & P.1. 
St. Joachim C. 
St. och €: 3 Or—(Cap. Aug. 26.) 
The five Sundays before the feast of 
the Stigmata. 
Si lwous Bec: 1 Or. 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
St. Louis King C, Patron 3 Or.— G.A. 


Ge eT. 

Bl. Bernard of Offica C. 1 Or. (Fran.— 
Rest Sept. 1)—St. Roch (Cap.—Rest 
Aug. 17) —Seven Joys (Conv. — Rest 


Aug. 27). 
Seven Joys of Mary—G.A. & P.I. (Aug. 
26 Conv.). 


Sexton Quality Foods are enjoyed 
by millions of people. Established 
74 years, Sexton is America’s great- 
est food service for restaurants, 
\ hotels, hospitals, schools, transpor- 
tation lines. Sexton serves over 
i 60,000 establishments from coast to 

coast. Sexton warehouses are na- 

tion wide—insuring prompt deliy- 
) eries. Treat your family to a restau- 
rant mealsoon! Ask for Sexton’s Tea. 


Ko OR, tt Ume oF 


S P Guaranteed by > 
Good Hossskeeping 


Lor AS Apveamist® ws 
John Sexton & Co., 
Chicago 


OBITVUA RW 


Mother Mary of the Holy Ghost Puhl, 
Poor Clare (Cleveland), Mother Anthony 
Reichel, Poor Clare (New Orleans), Sr. 
Sebastian Budenbender (Oldenburg), Sr. 
Francita Brau (School Sisters, Milwaukee). 

Chicago: Francis Dean, Tena Mueller, 
Mary Lundquist, Clara Rakers, Anna Fahey, 
Sara Nolan, Jeannie Willams—Milwaukee: 
Ann Lyman, Sophie Kallas, Mary Helfrich, 
Lena Chromey, Katherine Kerski, Amelia 
Dick, Math. Wolf, Anna Fox. Miami, Fla.: 
Miss Marie Elick, Joseph Eberhart, Mrs, 
Mary Eberhart.Quincy: Eliz. Zehnle, Alvina 
Wiskirchen, Bernard Musholt, Clara Muel- 
ler. St. Louis: Frances Hermsen, Gertrude 


Hines, Anastasia Knox, Nellie McLaughlin, 
Leo Nicholas, Elizabeth Schwab, Mary 
Susanka. 


Order your Franciscan Art Cal- 
endar today. 40c each; $1.50 for 
4 copies. Special quantity prices. 
$195.00 per 1000. 
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— ROYAL JELLY — 


Royal Jelly capsules. Contain the 
fabulous nutritive jelly of the 
Bee. 
medical prescription. Dietary sup- 
$9.00—vial of 15 hi- 
potency (50 mg.) capsules. 30 day 


Queen Available without 


plement. 


supply. Scientific and technical 
data—free on request. Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed or money re- 
funded in 10 days. Order C.O.D. 
or send check airmail “Api-Vi- 
talex” Dept. FH-2, Box 674, Med- 
Station, Dallas 19, 


ical Center 


Texas. 


Qnauctscan SA UG. ean Pilgrim ; 


| Dear Fathers: 


CTY ee oe. ZONE 


1958 LOURDES ce 


June and late-autumn. fete oe Bae Autumn pilgrima 
arranged to be at Assisi on the Feast of St. Francis. : 


ITINERARIES will feature Lourdes, Rome, 
Assisi, La Verna, Padua, the Shrine of the Sacred 
Heart at Paray-le-Monial, France, and the Shrine 
of the Miraculous Medal in Paris: — = 


Included also are Brussels, Florence, Nice, V en- 

ice, Como, Lucerne . . . with optional extension — 

tour to include London, Dublin, Cork and Kil- 

larney. 
MONTHLY FIFTEEN-Day pilgrimage tours, based on 17- diay 
tariffs, which will be ideal for those with limited holidays. Depar 
will be Fridays and returning two weeks later on Sunday morn: 
These tours will visit Paris, “Loredes Barcelona, Rome, Assisi 2 
Verna, Padua, Venice, Milan, Geneva, Paray-le-Monial and London: 
Exact dates and prices will be available shortly, _ i 

together with full itinerary details. ae 


Write for Information Now! 


CT PEE ME MO HEY MEE OO MY TOT MO) GNU SUN UD Se GOR NUE SEO NTE UD At) O00 OD ty GT ttt tT TE aT aT Pr iia 
bis 


| am interested in the Franciscan European Pilgrimage and w 
like to have complete details on the following: 


30 day pilgrimage departing. omy May__mid- rls: ou 


NAME__ aie 
ADDRESS 


STATE 


Mu ail to 


1434 W. Ist St. “Giega 


